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Background 
Recently audiologists have been 

approached by parents seeking 
adv1ce on the efficacy of Auditory 
Integration Trammg m the treatment of 
persons w1th aut1sm and other 
mdiv1duals w1th presumed auditory 
processmg problems including those 
With dyslexia, leammg disabilities. 
attention defici/ disorder, and bipolar 
disorder Th1rd party msurance 
carriers also have a need to know 
whether these serv1ces should be 
covered under their polic1es. Because 
of the reported relat1ve successes 
ach1eved by th1s techmque. some 
parents and famil1es of children with 
vanous types of disabilities are 
lookmg to Auditory Integration 
Trammg as a means of recovery for 
children w1th severe communication
auditory processmg disorders. In splle 
of popular claims. there have been no 
sc1entlflc stud1es md1catmg that this 
technique significantly improves 
listenmg ability. language. or learning 
ability Because of the importance of 
th1s matter to consumers of serv1ces 
prov1ded by audiologists. the 
Executtve Committee was asked to 
determine the Academy's official 
position on Auditory Integration 
Trammg. After much discusston. the 
followmg positton statement was 
adopted by the Executtve Committee 
on May 25. 1993. 
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Position 
Statement 
Auditory Integration Training 

\Vherea : 

T c E 

I. There ha-, been recent intere ~t in the treatment of auti'-m through a techm4ue 
or auditory traini ng called ''Audi tOI) Integration Training" de\eloped h) Gu) 
Berard. ~ Tan) parenh of auu~tic children arc extreme)) hopeful. th rough claim-. 
of '>Ucce~~ of the technique. that their child \\ ill experience a cure. 

2. Th1' treatment b al <;o claimed to be <;ucces•.fu l \\'ilh people '' ho ha' e dy..,Je.xJU. 
leaming di ~abilit ie:-., pcf\ a'- i' e developmental delay .... auention defici t di.,onlcr. 
and bipolar di ... ordcr~. 

3. Audi tory lntegrall\'e Tramtng I'> completed in ten hour, 0\er a ten da) pcnod 
b}' li . tentn!! to lihercd. clectronicalh modulated mu:-.1c. ut.hometnc te>.ting 
1\ometimc-.-called an audiote>.L) i. co~ducted pnor to and during tim trcatmenL 
Co't of trcaunenL i.., U\Uttll) I 000 or more. 

-k Some author ... auri hute thl '- emerging treatment 111 audi tor) tra~nmg to 
audiologJ>.t .... and audiologi'-L" are current!) invoh cd 111 pro\ i..,ion of th is treatment. 

5. There arc no published re ... ult ' of peer re,·iewed LUdic;. u' ing controlled 
population\ and u-.ing ' cientilic method' that dcmon..,tratcd " hcther thi" auditor\ 
tra ining program pro' ide' ~oign i licam impro, cmcnt in an}' dimcmion f'or an) 
population. 

Be it resolved that The American Academ~ or Audiology bcliC\C>, AudllOf) 
Integration Training (b) an) name) to be entirely i rn e~tigational. The Acadcm) 
belie' e;. that pro-.pectivc. -.y-.tematic re<,earch of thi' technique i-. needed to 
demon Irate it' eflicaC). Pur .. uant to Princi ple 5 of the Code of Ethic'>. the 
Academ) behe\ C\ that the experimental tatu~ of thi technique\ mu ... t be clearl) 
explained to con"umer.., before the) are emered in to treatment. 

Call For Nominations 
Deadline September I. 1993 

omination' for the office~ of Prec;.c ient-Elect and Y1cmber-At-Large of the 
American Academ) of Audiology for Term~ begmning in July, 199-l. can be 
111ade by member. of the Acadern). All nomination, rrom the member!>hlp 
\\ ill be con!>iderl!d by the Nomination!> Commi uee. Plca~e ~ubmit 
nominations by September I. 1993. to: 

Li nda I lood, Chair. Nomination' Committee 
American Academ) of Audiolog) 
1735 :"\onh Lynn Street. Suite 950 

ArlingtOn. VA 12209-2022 
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